HIST. 461: Revolutionary America, 1763-1800
I. Course Information

Instructor Info:

Dr. T. Cole Jones 

Email: colejones@purdue.edu
Office: UNIV 222
Class Time and Location:

MWF 1:30-2:20 PM
UNIV 301
Office Hours:

MW: 10-11 AM
Course Website:

Blackboard
II. Course Description

This course will explore the causes, course, character, and consequences of the American Revolution: the conflict that destroyed the first British Empire, created the American Republic, and inspired a wave of democratic revolutions that shook the very foundations of the Atlantic world.  We will examine the Revolution as a war for independence from Great Britain, an experiment in republican government, and a struggle to transform the nature of American society.  
In this course, we will consider a series of questions about the Revolutionary era. What were the political, social, cultural, and economic causes and consequences of the Revolution?  What did the Revolution mean to those on the margins of American society?  How did African Americans, Native Americans, the disenfranchised poor, women of all social orders, and those who remained loyal to the crown experience the Revolution? In answering these questions, this course will attempt to assess just how radical, transformative, and global the Revolution really was. 
III. Learning Objectives
This course asks you:

1. To increase your knowledge of the key events and themes in the history of the American Revolution.

2. To become aware of the wide-ranging global causes, components, and consequences of the American Revolution.

3. To analyze and contextualize historical evidence.

4. To critically evaluate the place of the American Revolution in contemporary American culture.

5. To identify and evaluate relevant scholarship about the American Revolution.

6. To understand the evolution of historiographical debates and to indentify potential avenues for further study.

7. To articulate original historical claims in the form of thesis statements.

8. To improve your oral and written communication skills.
IV. Course Requirements

Class Participation: 20%

Primary Source Project: 15%

Mid-Term Exam: 15%

Paper (8-10 pp.): 30%

Final Exam: 20%
1. Participation 


This course will meet for three 50-minute periods per week. On Mondays and Wednesdays, I will present formal lectures. Lectures are not summaries of readings but intended to supplement and structure the readings and are thus a vital component of this course.  On Fridays we will discuss the readings and analyze the primary sources. Please be mindful that it will be extremely difficult to succeed in this course without attending all classes or making arrangements to make up for any classes missed.

2. Primary Source Project (2-3 pages)


Each student will be assigned one of the primary sources in Brown and Carp, Major Problems to analyze and present in class.  I expect you to not only summarize the source, but also to properly contextualize it by drawing on our readings and lectures.  Who is the author?  What do we know about his/her background? What is going on at the time when the piece was produced?  Who is the author's audience? What is his/her main point?  Why is it significant?  Your analysis of the document should be no more than three double-spaced pages and no fewer than two.
3. Exams


Students will complete two in-class exams (a midterm and a final).  The midterm will cover the first half of the course, while the final will cover the entire course with an emphasis on material since the midterm. The exams will take the form of short answer identifications and an essay.

4. Paper (8-10 pages) Due: April 7

Towards the end of the semester, you will complete an essay assessing the character of the American Revolution.  Just how radical was the American Revolution?  Was it a revolution at all?  Papers must be supported with primary and secondary evidence drawn from our readings, but no outside research is required.  

Required Books 

Fred Anderson, The War that Made America: A Short History of the French and Indian 
War (New York: Penguin, 2006)
Carol Berkin, Revolutionary Mothers: Women in the Struggle for America's 
Independence 
(New York: Vintage, 2005)
Richard D. Brown and Benjamin L. Carp, eds., Major Problems in the Era of the 
American Revolution, 1760-1791. 3rd edition (Boston: Wadsworth Cengage, 
2013).  [You can rent this book from Amazon]

Joseph Plumb Martin, A Narrative of a Revolutionary Soldier: Some of the Adventures, 
Dangers, and Sufferings of Joseph Plumb Martin (New York: New American 
Library, 2001)

Thomas Paine, Common Sense, ed. Isaac Kramnick (Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1982) 
Gordon S. Wood, The Radicalism of the American Revolution (New York: Vintage, 
1992)
Alfred F. Young, The Shoemaker and the Tea Party: Memory and the American 
Revolution (Boston: Beacon Press, 2000)

IV. Classroom Policies
My policies are simple:  

Show up to every class on time having done the reading. 

Do the assignments.  

Be respectful.  

Use common sense.

Do your own work. 

If you have a question, ask me in person or via Email. 

Late papers will be penalized one-third grade per day [example: an A paper that is one day late becomes an A- paper]
For a more detailed explanation of the above, see the University Policies:

“Purdue prohibits "dishonesty in connection with any University activity. Cheating, plagiarism, or knowingly furnishing false information to the University are examples of dishonesty." [Part 5, Section III-B-2-a, Student Regulations] Furthermore, the University Senate has stipulated that "the commitment of acts of cheating, lying, and deceit in any of their diverse forms (such as the use of substitutes for taking examinations, the use of illegal cribs, plagiarism, and copying during examinations) is dishonest and must not be tolerated. Moreover, knowingly to aid and abet, directly or indirectly, other parties in committing dishonest acts is in itself dishonest." [University Senate Document 72-18, December 15, 1972]”

https://www.purdue.edu/odos/academic-integrity/
Students with Disabilities: 

Students who need special accommodations to participate fully in class should contact me as soon as possible.  While I will do everything in my power to accommodate your needs, Purdue University requires you to provide me with appropriate written documentation and to have that documentation on file with Student Services.  Students should be aware that Services for Student Disabilities are available at 494-1247 if you need further assistance.
V. Course Schedule
Week 1

Mon. Jan., 9: Introduction: What is a Revolution?
Wed. Jan., 11: British America

Fri. Jan., 13: Discussion


Reading:
Michael D. Hattem, “The Historiography of the American Revolution,” Journal of the 
American Revolution (2013).
http://allthingsliberty.com/2013/08/historiography-of-american-revolution/ 
Week 2

Jan., 16, 18, 20 CLASS CANCELLED, Instructor away.

Week 3
Mon. Jan., 23: The Imperial Wars

Wed. Jan., 25: Consequences of the Seven Years’ War

Fri. Jan 27: Discussion


Reading:
Anderson, The War That Made America, 179-265.
Brown, Major Problems, 36-76.
Week 4
Mon. Jan., 30: Socio-Economic Context
Wed. Feb., 1: Stamp Act Crisis
Fri. Feb., 3: Discussion

Reading:

Wood, Radicalism, 11-168.
Brown, Major Problems, 77-115.
Week 5
Mon. Feb., 6: The Intellectual World of the Revolutionaries 
Wed. Feb., 8: From Resistance to Revolt
Fri. Feb., 10: Discussion

Reading:
Paine, Common Sense, all.
Brown, Major Problems, 116-135.
Week 6
Mon. Feb., 13: From Rebellion to Revolution

Wed. Feb., 15: War: Strategy, Diplomacy, and Chronology 
Fri. Feb., 17: Discussion

Reading:
Martin, A Narrative of a Revolutionary Soldier, 1-129.
Brown, Major Problems, 150-170.
Week 7
Mon. Feb., 20: The Experience of the Revolutionary War
Wed. Feb., 22: IN CLASS MIDTERM
Fri. Feb., 24: Discussion
Reading:

T. Cole Jones, “'the dreadful effects of British cruilty': The Treatment of British Maritime 
Prisoners and the Radicalization of the Revolutionary War at Sea," The Journal of 
the Early Republic, Vol. 36.3 (Fall, 2016), 435-465.
Week 8
Mon. Feb., 27: War & Society
Wed. Mar., 1: Loyalism

Fri. Mar., 3: Discussion
Reading:
Martin, A Narrative of a Revolutionary Soldier, 130-253.
Brown, Major Problems, 172-211.
Week 9
Mon. Mar., 6: Native Americans
Wed. Mar., 8: African Americans 
Fri. Mar., 10: Discussion

Reading:

Sylvia R. Frey, “Between Slavery and Freedom: Virginia Blacks in the American 
Revolution,” Journal of Southern History, Vol. 45 (1983), 375-98.

Brown, Major Problems, 213-285.
Week 10
Mon. Mar., 13-Fri. Mar., 17: SPRING BREAK, NO CLASS. 

Week 11

Mon. Mar., 20: Women and the Revolution
Wed. Mar., 22: Religion
Fri. Mar., 24: Discussion

Reading:

Berkin, Revolutionary Mothers, all.
Brown, Major Problems, 287-363.
Week 12
Mon. Mar., 27: Founding New Regimes

Wed. Mar., 29: The Revolution and the Lower Sort
Fri. Mar., 31: Discussion 
Reading:
Young, Shoemaker, all.
Week 11
Mon. Apr., 3: Confederation

Wed. Apr., 5: The Constitution and Ratification
Fri. Apr., 7: Discussion PAPERS DUE 
Reading:

Woody Holton, “Did Democracy Cause the Recession that led to the Constitution?”  
Journal of  American History, vol. 92 (2005-6), 442-69.
Brown, Major Problems, 365-488.
Week 12

Mon. Apr., 10: Social World of Post-Revolutionary America

Wed. Apr., 12: Cultural World of Post-Revolutionary America
Fri. Apr., 14: Discussion 
Reading:

Wood, Radicalism, 229-347.
Brown, Major Problems, 489-539.
Week 13

Mon. Apr., 17: The Age of Atlantic Revolutions

Wed. Apr., 19: Revolution of 1800
Fri. Apr., 21: Discussion 
Reading:

James A. Dun, “‘What avenues of commerce, will you, Americans, not explore!’: 
Commercial Philadelphia’s Vantage onto the Early Haitian Revolution,” William

 and Mary Quarterly 3d ser., vol. LXIII, no. 3 (July 2005): 473-504
Week 14 

Mon. Apr., 24: The Character and Legacy of the Revolution

Wed. Apr., 26: How Revolutionary was the Revolution?
Fri. Apr., 28: Discussion 

Reading:

Brown, Major Problems, 1-34.
The Final will take place during the scheduled Exam Week. May 1-6
Disclaimer: 

In the event of a major campus emergency, course requirements, deadlines and grading percentages are subject to changes that may be necessitated by a revised semester calendar or other circumstances beyond the instructor’s control. Relevant changes to this course will be posted on Blackboard or can be obtained by contacting the instructor via email.  You are expected to read your @purdue.edu email on a frequent basis.
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